Environmental School Site and Garden Assessment and Design

This section is to help you assess your school garden in simple practical steps. 

1. Draw a plan of your school grounds as it is now. 

If possible try to get a map of the school grounds from your principal which will give you a good place to start. 

If you cannot obtain this then you can do your own sketch to get an idea of what’s there already. 

· Include school buildings

· Include area that is covered in concrete

· Include any existing features i.e. Trees, hedges, river, ponds, green house

· Include any playground areas, seating areas, car park, bike stands etc.

2. You have to take into account certain elements:

· Where is north and south in relation to the school?

· Make a note of the path of the sun from east to west

· From which direction is your prevailing wind coming from?

· What is your slope, and which direction is it facing?

· Are you at the bottom of a hill, or in the shadow of any forestry or mountains?

· Is any of your land liable to flooding?

3. Using the above information assess which areas on your map could be used for planting projects? 

Remember this is only a wish list. 

Apply all the elements of the school garden audit and don’t forget to use your imagination to think of any other potential ideas, i.e. 

· exotic plants

· outdoor performance area

· sensory garden

· quiet garden

School Garden Audit

HABITATS, BIODIVERSITY & GROWING LOCAL ORGANIC FOOD

Formulated by Kerry Earth Education Project for Sustainable School Environmental Projects

1. Does your school have a native hedgerow or a natural stone wall? ______________

2. Does your school have a wood land (small or large)? _________________________

3. Does your school have a vegetable plot? _________________________________

4. Does your school have an orchard and/or fruit bushes? _____________________

5. Does your school have any herbs growing? _______________________________

6. Does your school have a flower garden? _________________________________

7. Does your school have a lawn? ________________________________________

8. Does your school have wild areas (wildflower meadow/log piles etc.)?____________

9. Does your school have a pond? ________________________________________

10. Does your school have a polytunnel or glasshouse? _________________________

11. Does your school have a shed?
_____________________________________

12. Does your school have any domestic farm animals? _________________________

13. Does your school have a compost system? _______________________________

14. Does your school recycle the following?

	Cardboard
	__________

	Paper
	__________

	Organic food waste
	__________

	Glass
	__________

	Plastic
	__________

	Aluminium cans
	__________

	Steel cans
	__________

	Batteries

	__________

	Other waste?
	__________

	
	


15. Does your school have a willow or hazel coppice? ___________________________

16. Does your school have a tree nursery?
________________________________ 

17. Does your school have a living willow fence/dome/tunnel/archway? ______________

18. Does your school have bat or bird boxes? _______________________________

19. Does your school have a bog habitat? __________________________________

20. Does your school have outdoor seating? _________________________________

21. Does your school have water collectors? _________________________________

22. Does your school have an adequate sewage system? ________________________

23. Does your school have a trellis/climbing area? _____________________________

24. Does you school have alternative energy sources (eg. Solar panels, etc)? __________

